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Tuning Fun

Bloom’s Taxonomy: Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating

Category: Skills Development-Preliminary tuning

Level: VE


	Objective(s)
	· The topic of intonation is introduced earlier in an understandable way
· Students start using the tuner
· Matching a pitch in a game like fashion
· The importance of playing (or singing) a note in tune. 
· Playing a note is more than a fingering.
· Playing in tune has a positive effect on how the instrument sounds
· Playing in tune has a positive effect on how the instrument sounds with another instrument

	Resources
	· Projected computer screen
· SmartMusic microphone
· Powered speakers

	Procedure
	· Teacher introduces the topic of tuning/intonation in his/her own way stressing that playing a note is more than having the correct fingering. It has to have the proper sound and vibration.
· With the SmartMusic tuner projected on the screen:
· With the Listen button engaged on the tuner, the teacher plays a note that is properly played and in tune. 
· The teacher asks the students:
· Where was the tuner needle and what section of the tuner was being lit up?
· How would you describe the sound of the notes being played together?
· The teacher plays the same note out of tune and follows up with the same questions.
· Teacher reviews with the students how to get the proper sound on their instruments such as air, embouchure, posture, instrument set up and the proper equipment.
· In SmartMusic, if you are out of tune enough even though you are fingering notes correctly, you can get red notes.

	Follow up activities
	· Have students take turns playing a selected note and light up the center box of the tuner.
· Have a contest as to how long the student can keep the middle of the tuner lit on a given note
· After making sure the correct note is being played, discuss the correlation of how a the middle lit up note tuned note has a more pleasing sound.
· Use the tuner to provide feedback on getting a specific pitch from a mouthpiece. For example, a concert C above the staff with just the clarinet mouthpiece or a 5th line F# with the barrel attached.

	Teacher Notes
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